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revenne, There was a feeling among
some of them that the proceeds of these
land sales should be kept apart from the
ordinary land revenue, and this return
would show what the receipts were last
vear from these sales.
Motion—put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at ten minutes
past four o'clock, p.m., until Monday,
15th February.

Legislatibe Assemblp,
Monday, 15th February, 1892.

Survey of Agricultural lands and appointment of Dis.
triet Land Agents—Railway Expeuditure for 1891 :
Retwm of—W. A, Turf Club Bill: third reading—
Marriel Women’s Property Bill: in commibtee—
Estimates, 1892 : further considered in Committes
of Bupply—Adjowrnment.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 7
p-m.

PRrAYERS.

SURVEY OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS
AND APPOINTMENT OF DISTRICT
LAND AGENTS.

Mr. THROSSELL: I beg to move the
motion standing in my name,—* That, in
the opinion of this House it is desirable,
in the interests of settlement, that the
Government take steps, as early as pos-
sible, to provide for the survey and map-
ping of all available lands in the Eastern
Districts suitable for agriculture, within
a radius of 25 miles from townships;
and algo for the appointment of District
Government Agents, to whom persons
seeking land could apply for infor.
mation,” T think this 18 a motion that
will commend itself to this House, with-
out many words from me, as one which
must prove beneficial in the interests of
agricultural settlement, if adopted, especi-
ally at this time wlen our public works
policy is attracting a number of people to
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the colony. Many of these people come
here with the intention of going into agri-
culture, and the first thing they want is
some reliable information as to where
they can get land suitable for their object.
If they go to the Survey Office they can
get little or no information as to where
they can get what they want. I kmow it
i1 gso with regard to land in the Bastern
districts. Tast year we had o number of
would-be settlers who visited us from
the other colonies, and who had been
told that there was good agricultural
land available in these districts, particu-
laxly about York, Beverley, and Northaw.
No doubt we have plenty of Government
laud of this kind in existence ; I believe
it ig literally truc that we have in these
districts plenty of such land, in isolated
patches of from a hundred up o a
thousand and two thousand acres, but
the difficulty is to point out to these men
where they can find this land. If they
go to the Survey Office, they are simply
pointed to a map, and, as the land is not
surveyed, they get mo information from
that. These men generally find their
way into the districts, to make inquiries
on the spot, but we are not able to give
them any definite information, in the
absence of surveys. If my memory
serves me, I have myself had letters
brought by intending settlers from three
different members of the Ministry in
Perth, during the last twelve months,
asking me to do what I can to put these
people in the way of obtaining what they
require. There are plenty of others who
come here with the same intention—all
good men; but they have to go away
disappointed, simply because it is no-
body's Dusiness to give them the in.
formation they want, and to direct
them to the exact locality where good

| land may be found, open for selection.

If they go to the settlers of the district,
these men have not the time to go
all over the country to point out the
different localities, and, if they had the
time, they could give no definite infor-
mafbion unless the landswere surveyed and
mapped, and the locations numbered.
‘We can tell them where there is good
country generally, and give them a fair
idea as to the quality and capabilitics of
the land; but when these men go back
to their friends in their own colony they
are not in a position to say that they
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actually saw good Government land
open for selection, although we know
there is plenty of such land about York,
Northam, and Beverley. At any rate, I
am so informed as regards York and
Beverley; and I know, from my own
personal knowledge, that such is the case
in my own district. These men coine
here with capital and are willing to epend
it, if we cun only show them where they
can get what they want; but, for the
want of thisinformation, they simply come
and go away again, and tell their friends
it:is no use coming here—that nobody can
show them wherethey can get theland they
want, although there is plenty of it.
The result of this want of information is
that we lose many valuable settlers,
who were ready to cast in their lot with
15 in these districts, and who would have
become nseful and valuable colonists. I
do not think we secured one sutside settler
last year, though we had many who came
to visit us, inquiring for land. Seeing
that we actually possess what these men
are in wank of, it seems to me n lament-
able thing that we should lose these
intending settlers simply for the want of
surveys and maps to show them where
they can get what they require, or go
and see for themselves. 1 may be met
with the assertion that this means a lot
of money expended in surveys. But, if
we want our land settled, we must make
these surveys some time or the other. I
think if T had this land, or any private
person had it, and I wanted to dispose
of it, my first duty would be to have it
gurveyed and mapped, s¢ that strangers
coming to inquire for land could go and
sec for themselves, and satisfy themselves
that the land was there, and that it was
what they were looking for. I think it
is the duty of the Government to do the
same in regard to the public lands of the
colony. The motion also sugpests the
appointment of district agents, to whom
persons in search of land could go and
obtain any informatfion they required.
To my mind this would be a very simple
matter to carry out. I would deal with
these agents as Life Insurance companies
do in eatablishing local agents in country
Paces ; I'would give them no fized salary,
but, pay them by results, in the shape of
commission for any business they did in
the way of disposing of the land. I am
in a position to know that in the three
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districts I have named—York, Beverley,
and Northam (and, I believe, Newcastle
as well)—there are respectable men well
acquainted with the country who would
be prepared to take up these Govern-
ment agencies upon some such system
as I have indicated. I would give them
(say) 2§ per cent. commission npon any -
sales of Government lands that they

made. That would not be a very expen-
sive item. The price of Government
land is 10s, an acre, and this would give
a commission of 3d. per acre to these
district agents, which I think would not
be a ruinous expenditure. If an expen-
diture of 3d. an acre would enable us to
secure pood settlers of this class, T am
sure members will agree with me that it
would be 3d. well spent. It is clear to
me that in the districts 1 have referred
to we cannot hope to secure these nen
unless we can supply them with this
information, and show them where they
can get exactly what they want, without
having to wander all over the counfry in
search of it, and then be unable to obtain
any definite information. As I have said,
1 would allow these agents a commission
on all absolute sales effected through
them, at the rate of 3d. per acre. With
regard to sales on the deferred payment
system, I would allow them 1{ per cent.
commission on the first year's payment,
and nothing afterwards. That would be
considerably less than the commission
on absolute sales. Say a man took up
500 acres on the deferred payment
system, 6d. an acre, for twenty years;
the commission on that would be 10 per
cent. on the first year’s purchase money;
500 acres at 6d. would come to £12 10s.,
and the commission on that transaction
would be 25s. If it was an absolute
sale, and the purchase money (£250)
laid down, the commission on those
500 acres would be £3 2s -6d, I
think this would be a fair way of re-
munerating these agents, and Ido not
think it would ruin the Government. I
am sure it would do the colony a vast
amount of good, and give ws many
excellent settlers, of the very best class
we want, but who are now lost to the
colony simply for the want of some
machinery of this kind. It was only last
week that a respectable gentleman visited
our district from New South Wales,
bringing letters of introduction from Sir
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Henry Parkes, and he was most anxious
to settle in the Northam district, or York.
He eould get no satisfactory information
at the Survey Office in Perth, and he was
advised to come on to Northam, and get
what information he could on the spot.
My hon. friends who sit on the Ministerial
benches are equally anxious with us to
encourage agricultural settlement, but
they are very glad at the same time to
shunt off their responsibility in the mat-
ter on to country members. They gener-
ally send these anxious inquirers up the
country with letters of introduction to
those who, like myself, take an interest in
the settlement of the land, and having
done that, they think they have done all
that can be expected of them, OfcourseT
am always very glad to show these visitors
round the district, and to show them the
country generally, but when they say to
me, “ Take me to some piece of Govern-
ment land that is at the present moment
open for selection, in your Northam dis-
trictof which wehave heard so much ; let us
see the exact spot where this land is to
be got, so that we may judge for ourselves
as to its capabilities, and we will come to
business at once.” What can I do? I
must confess my inability to do so. I
know there is land to be had, but, in the
absence of surveys and definite informa-
tion, I cannot tell these people what they
want to know. It may be said there are
plenty of young colomials about the dis-
trict who, if asked, could show these
men where they can get what they want.
No doubt there are. DBut they know,
probably, that if they did so they would
have to interfere with some of their
neighbors’ ruos, and that the land would
have to be taken out of somebody’s lease,
and they would naturally say to them-
selves, “ Why should I do this? Why
should I injure my neighbor? I should
not like anybody else to serve me in the
same way, and I do not see why I should
doit.” Youcannotblamethem. Letthe
Government provide their own agents to
do this work. These visitors, as a rule,
have only & few days at their disposal,
and it is not to be expected that the
settlers can neglect their own business to
go all over the country, however well
disposed and anxious they may be to do
a good turn to the visitors. I leave it to
the good sense of members whether we
are likely to secure first-rate men like
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these unless we are in a position to afford
them all the information they require,
and put them on the very spot where
they can get what they want. I have
brought forward the motion at the pre-
sent time for this veason: it may be very
properly replied that this motion, if car-
ried, will involve an increase of the sur-
vey vote—I hope it will; that is why I
have introduced it, before we come to
deal with that vote on the Estimates.
This is one of the grants which T think
may well be increased, in the best inter-
ests of the country. It is quite insuffi-
cient for the large amount of work re-
quired from this department, and I hope
my hon. friend the Commissioner of
Crown Lands will see his way clear to
support this motion, and that if more
money is wanted he will at the proper
time vote for its being placed on the
Estimates. I believe that possibly one
or two surveyors would be able to do the
whole of this work in the Eastern dis-
tricts. If alt this Government land that
we have in these districts about Northam
and York and Beverley were in the hands
of private owners, the system I am advo-
cating would have been carried out years
ago, and thie land, instead of lying idle,
would be settled upon and cultivated,
and help to add to the wealth of the
country. But at present we are entirely
in the dark as to the extent and value of
this land ; whereas if we had it all sur-
veyed and mapped out—even if we did
not dispose of it immediately —we would
at any rate know what the national estate
available in these districts was worth,
and what extent there was of it. With
these few remarks I commend the motion
to the good sense of my fellow-members.

Mr. PIESSE : I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion of my hon.
friend. I can in a great measure bear
out the remarks he has made with regard
to the necessity for these surveys. I
think it is most desirable and quite
necessary that something should be done
in this direction, so as to define, as far as
possible, the areas that are suitable for
agricultural selection in the districts he
has named. We all know the difficulties
now in the way of the would-be selector,
owing to the absence of reliable informa-
tion as to the situation of lands that are
suitable for agriculture. I also think the
hon. member’s idea as to the appointment
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of district agents is a very good one in-
deed, although the question of remunera-
tion might, perhaps, be somewhat difficult
to adjust, as to whether these agents
should be paid a fixed salary or be paid
by commission. But this is a question of
detail which the Government, could settle.
I think it is our duty to offer every in-
ducement and every facility we can to
enable people to settle on our lands, and
I hope the Government will see their way
to carry out the wishes of the hon. mem-
ber in this matter.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : I may
say, speaking for myself as the Minister
at the head of the Lands Department,
and for Mimisters generally, that we have
no objection whatever to the passing of
this motion. But I may remind the
hon. member and other members also,
that very considerable sums of money
are now being spent by the Govern-
ment n the way of laying out agni-
cultural areas. The greatest possible ac-
tivity has been shown by the departwent
over which I have control in surveying
and mapping out these lands. Right
along from Beverley to Albany areas
have been selected for agricultural pur-
poses, and they are being surveyed as
fast as possible. With regard to lands
in the vieinity of Northam, York, and
Newcastle, I am very pleased to learn
from the hon. member who brought for-
ward this motion that there are large
areas of agricultural land still available
in those localities, because I certainly
doubted the fact before. I can only say,
if these large areas are there, I am only
sorry that he and others who were aware
of it did not bring it to my notice. If
it had been brought to my potice, and
the hon. member had pointed out that
in that part of the colony there were
arcas of agricultural land that required
surveying, I would have taken care that
a portion of the money now available for
surveying and mapping out lands along
lines of railways should have been devoted
to these Particu]ar areas. However, I
can promise him that his motion, so far
as I am concerned, will not be lost sight
of—thait is, with regard to the surveying
and mapping of these lands; and T be-
lieve the step that will be adopted will
be to send out one of the staff surveyors
acquainted with that locality, and let him
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seek out these areas of good agricultural
land alluded to, and, as far as possible,
gain such information as to enable them
to be surveyed and mapped out. With
regard to the appointment of agents, I
have not the slightest objection—I1 never
had the slightest objection—to this; but
it has always seemed to me that it would
be undesirable to adopt the principle of
paying these agents by commission. I
do not Delieve in the idea of Government
land agents travelling about the country
touting for customers and selling land
on commission. I think, if we appoint
these agents at all, that if possible the
agent should be a surveyor, a’gentleman
well acquainted with the country,.and
that he should be held directly respon-
sible to the Government for all his acts.
Such an agent would be in an indepen-
dent position, and would not be in the
pesition referred to by the hon. member
for Northam of being afraid to annoy
his neighbors, or injure his neighbors’
runs, by putiing intending settlers on his
neighbors’ leasehold blocks. This is
a matter worthy of consideration in con-
nection with these appointments. Per-
sons residing in the district, and being
runholders themselves, would be very
unlikely to take people who were seeking
for land, on to the runs of their neigh-
bors, with the probability of doing them
an injury. I can only say that I shall
be pleased to bring the subject hefore
the Cabinet, and I have not the slightest
doubt that something will be done which
will afford satisfaction to the hon. mem-
ber, in both the directions indicated in
his motion.

Me. A. FORREST: Before this reso-
lution is passed I just wish to say that I
was very pleased to hear from the hon.
member for Northam that there is such
an amount of good land outside the town
of Northam available for selection. I
know that district very well indeed, and
I think my hon. friend the Commissioner
of Crown Lands would bhave had sur.
veyors there long ago if he knew where
to find this good land. We certainly
kmow they have the Meckering Area, and
that kas been surveyed; but we know
that- very few blocks have been selected
there. T am also glad to hear that the
Government are laying out agricultural
areas all along the Great Southern
Railway; but I think more care should



-516 Agricultural Lands:
have been taken in selecting these areas.
T am afraid that a large portion of these
areas will never be taken up for agri-
culture. I believe that.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
No, no!

Mr. A. FORREST: He says “No,
no!” T say yes, yes. You can see it
yourself as you go along the railway line,
without going back at all, that a lot of
this land will never be taken up for
agricalture; and I hope that in future
the Government will lay out these agri-
cultural areas where people are likely to
take them up, and not, as they have done,
spend a large amount of money where
there is mot the slightest chance of the
greater portion of the land being taken
up at all.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) :
You will see it will.

Me. LOTON : I have always, for a
long time past, been in favor of survey
before selection, for purposes of agri-
cultural settlement, and that when the
land is suitable for the purpose it should
be declared as an agricultural area. We
have had several of these areas set apart,
and one at all events has been surveyed,
and others, I believe, are in course of
being surveyed. With regard to this
particular resolution and the survey of
the lands which it is supposed to em-
brace, my view is—Imowing somewhat of
the land, but not having the general
experience that some members have of it
—that it should not be surveyed and
mapped out in small blocks of 50 or 60,
or 100 acres; and for the simple reason
that the land is not good enough, The
land that has remained wunselected in
these districts up to the present is not
land that can be utilised with advantage
in such small blocks. No doubt it is
desirable that people who want to take
up land should have every information
available, but I do not think that any
material advantage will be gained, so far
ag these particular localities are concern.
ed, by having them surveyed and mapped
out, for the simple reasom that the
greater portion of the land in these
distriets, within reasonable distance of
the Avon valley, has already been select-
ed and purchased. With regard to the
agricultvral areas set apart along the
Great Southern line, I should hke to
express my disapproval, to a certain
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extent, of the way that at all events one of
those areas, Katanning, has been laid
out. I think the blocks are considerably
too small, ranging, as they do, to less
than 100 acres side by side, and these
drawn for by lots. It will be found that
in a very short time very bad results
will accrue from this system.

Tre PrEmMier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The Iand is not disposed of by lots now.
It was only done when the area was first
thrown open, and in view of the large
pumber of applicants. It will not be
resorted to again,

Mr. LOTON : What I wish distinetly
to point out is that the blocks are too
small, No man can make a living upon
one of these blocks.

Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
He can take two or three.

Mgr. LOTON: He cannot get them, in
all cases. People who wanted two or
three contiguous blocks could not get
them when they were disposed of by lot.
I think that in laying out these areas
care should be taken that each block
should include. some second-rate land,
in connection with the better class of land;
and this can only be done by making the
blocks larger in the first mstance. It
would be better still to reserve every
alternate lot, so that a man who selects
one lot may have an opportunity of taking
up the adjoining lot afterwards. Un-
less something is done in this direction
we shall find a number of men holding
small blocks of land which can be of
little or no use to them. A man cannot
live by farming alone in this country;
he must have a bit of land for running
his stock. I shall not oppose the motion
before the House ; at the same time, 1 do
not see that much good is likely to come
out of it so far as these districts are
concerned.

Mz. CLARESON : I think the motion
is a very important one. I have always
been of opinion that survey before selec-
tion would greatly encourage the pur-
chase of land. A man who buys a horse,
or a ¢ow, or a pig, gemerally likes to
know what he is buying, and you cannot
expect a man to buy land without lmow-
ing what he is going to buy. At present,
very often, he does not know what he is
buying. He is shown a lot of leasehold
lands, marked out in large blocks, with
imaginary lines as boundaries, and he
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simply takes a leap in the dark. Not
long ago, I happened to be in the Survey
Office, and saw three gentlemen there
who had just arrived from the FEastern
colonies, looking for land. They wanted
to know what description of land it was
that was shown to them on the map,
but they could not tell them at the
office. It was somewhere in the Black-
wood distriet, I think, and all the
information they could get was that
some of the land in the district was
good and some of it bad. As I happen.
ed to be in the office at the time, and 1
was known to be an old colonist and
might know something about the land, 1
was appealed to; buf, unfortunately, I
did not know much of that district, and I
could not give them any definite informa-
tion. These gentlemen wanted some-
thing like 30,000 acres, which they told
me they were prepared to purchase, if it
suited them. I asked them if they ex-
pected to find 30,000 acres of good agricul-
tural land in one block, and they said “no,
not all agricultural land, but a certain
portion of 1t.” If they had expected te get
80,000 acres of good agricultural land in
oné block, I should have told them I did
not think they could get it. But I believe
that in the Blackwood district they could
get 30,000 acres fit for agriculture and
grazing combined. As 1t was, these
people could get no satisfactory infor-
mation. That is very annoying. If we
want to attract population and to settle
that population on the soil, we must be
prepared to give intending settlers every
facility and every information they want,
go far as we possibly can; and I see
no other way of doilng it except by
having surveys before selection. But I
would go a little further than the hon.
member for Northam in this direction.
I should suggest that some system of
classifying the land should be adopted.
I have beard itsaid that it would be very
difficult and very expensive to dothis. I
cannot see it. T cannot see that it would

be so difficult as some people imagine. |

In fact, I would undertake, with two
other practical men, to classify all the
land in my district in 4 month ; and, I
believe, there are other members in this
House who could say the same for their
respective districts. What is the diffi-
culty after all? Any practical man who
has been in the colony all his life, and who
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knows the country, would have no diffi-
culty in classifying the land, in 2 rough
way. In my opinion it is simply absurd
to ask the same price for land in this
colony all round ; and thatis where classi-
fication would come in, It is simply
absurd, when we have land that is worth
50s. an acre and land that is not worth
5s. an acre, to charge one uniform price
for it; and, until we are in a position to
sell it at something like its fair value, we
cannot expect it to be taken up and oc-
cupied. The motion is a very good one,
but I think it ought to have gone a little
further, and not limit it to the Eastern
Districts, for nearly every district in the
colony is similarly situated.

Me. TRAYLEN : The only phase of
the subject I wish to address myself to is
the appointment of district agents, and T
musl give my preference to the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Northam
rather than to that of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, and for this reason:
it is of the utmost importance that the
officer, whoever he may be, should be
available and accessible to strangers al-
most at any time they choose to go to him
for information; and it must be obvious
to members that a surveyor cannot be in
the field surveying the land and, at the
same time, be in the town ready to re-
ceive strangers, and to furnish them with
the required information.

Tue CommissionEn oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Murmion) : A man may be
a surveyor, and not necessarily engaged in
the field. I did not say that this officer
wus to be engaged in the field surveying.

Mr. TRAYLEN: That would mean
that we should have to pay him a con-
siderable salary for doing nothing else
than indicating to strangers where they
could get any land for sale, I do not
think we need employ professional survey-
ors for that, and do nothing else. T hope
the suggestion of the hon. member for
Northam will be adopted as to the ap-
pointment of these agents.

Mr. De HAMEL: I think the most
important part of the motion is that
relating to the appointment of land
agents; snd I think it would be better
they should be paid a fized salary rather
than work on commission. But I do
not think this motion goes far enough.
We not only want these agents at Nor-
tham, York, and Beverley ; we want them
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all over the colony. We want them at | district, he was unable to show them any

Albany, at Katanning——

TrE CommissioNER oF Crown Lanps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): You have one
at Albany.

Mer. De HAMEL: The Government
should appoint an agent at Fremantle
and at other important ports of the
eolony, so that people arriving here, wish-
ing to kmow where to find land, might be
able to obtain the information at onee.
What does Canada do? Canada is a
country that has carried on its colonis-
ation policy more thoroughly than almost
any other country in the world. I find
that up to two years ago there were no
less than sevente¢n towns at which there
were eighteen agents appointed simply
for furnishing every possible information
to intending settlers as to lands available
for settloment in their respective dis-
tricta, That is what is wanted here,
We want to start some systematic sys-
tem of colonisation. I shall support the
motion before the House, but I only re-
gard it as the thin end of the wedge,
and I hope before many sessions are
over we shall have a good sound colon-
isation policy, with agents in every dis-
trict to give intending settlers every
information they require, and to point
out to them where they can obtain the
land they require.

Mz, R. F. SHOLL: Without dealing
with the merits of the motion, I would
like to suggest that it is hardly fair to
the Governmeunt to bind them to the
terms of the motion ag it has been put
forward. I think it should be left to the
Government to deal with the matter as
they think fit, and not restrict them to
the lines proposed in this resolution. I
do not think we should tie them down to
do all that is set forth here, and to do it
in this particular way, I think it should
be understood that the Government are
not bound to do all these things at once,
as proposed in this motion.

Tee Peemier (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
“ As early as posamible,” it says.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: I don't think we
should bind .them to the terms of this
motion in every particular. The hon.
member for Northam is a very good
authority as to the quantity of land in
his own district perhaps, but I noticed—
and it is rather signifieant—that when
he was applied to by these visitors to his

great quantity of land available for selec-
tion. However, it is not my intention to
oppose the motion, o long as it is under-
stood that it does not bind the Grovern-
ment to adopt these measures, in these
very terms, and nothing else.

Mx. CANNING: I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion as an abstract
proposition ; but it seems to me that,
unless we go further we shall be very
much in the position of the ingenuous
youth who having bought a saddle, or
managed to take a saddle, considered
himself fully equipped, the question of
obtaining a horse being a matter of no
congideration at all. Our first consider-
ation should be to get people to come
out here anxious to settle on the land.
Now we are asked to provide means to
enable people to select land and to provide
every facility for settling them on the
land, when as a matter of fact we have
not the people here to settle on the
land. The first thing we require is
population to settle on our lands. When
we get that population, in considerable
numbers, I think these other questions
will be found to be sgimply mere matfers
of detail, and there will be no difficulty
whatever in dealing with them,—whether
we shall have survey before selection or
survey after selection, or whether we
shall have paid agents or agents work-
ing on commission. We shall soon settle
that. What is wanted now is some
systematic and sustained effort for bring-
ing out people here, who will settle on
the land.

TreE PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
I merely wish to make one or two re-
marks in reference to the agricultural
areas that have already beeu declared by
the Government, and which some hon,
members think have not been laid out
in the best way they could have been laid
out. From my experience, I do not
think it is worth while for a surveyor,
when surveying large areas of land, to
go picking and choosing the land here and
there ; at any rate, no great saving would
be effected in the coat of surveying. 1
think the best way is to lay ont all the
land likely to be taken up, without pick-
ing and choosing bits here and bits there.
Of course, you would not lay out very
barren sand plain or worthless land;
but I do not think anything would be
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saved by leaving out small picces here
and there, because you may not consider
them quite good enough. With reference
to what the hon. member for the Swan
said about the size of the blocks, I would
point out that the Tand Regulations pro-
vide that the blocks shall not be less than
100 acres; therefore, any applicant may
ask for that quantity at least, and we
would be almost bound to let him have
it. There is nothing to prevent him ap-
plying for and taking up several blocks
at the same time. He may apply for ten
blocks of 100 aecres, which would give
him 1,000 acres. There iz no resiriction
as to the number of blocks he may take
up, provided pone of them are less than
100 acres. With regard to Katanning,
although what the hon. member said
about what occurred at the first start did
take place, when there were a great many
applicants requiring the same block, and
we had to resort to letting them decide it
by lot, that system of dealing with the
land will not oceur in the future; there
will be no necessity for it. As to what
the hon. member for Toodyay said about
clagsifying land, it must be borne in
mind that the whole of our lands are sold
very cheap; and although the man who
gets a good piece of land gets a very
good bargain indeed, still the man who
only gets a piece of inferior quality land
cannot say that he has made a bad
bargain, locking at the low price we
charge for our land, 6d. an acre, extend-
ing over twenty years. Some people
must, under any circumstances, get their
land cheaper than others, but, in any
case, they all get it cheap enough,
whether o man gets the best or the worst.
This motion may be a useful one, but I
do know that any great good will result
from it. The Government already are
doing what they can in the way of sur-
veying these areas, and they also have
under consideration the best way of
giving facilities to persons to go on the
land. But it is not a very easy matter.
I very much question whether this
commigsion systemr suggested by the
hon. member for Northam would work.
You would bave to find persons willing
to do the work, and they would not
do so unless it was remunerative. Then
you would want competent persons.
Everyone ie not a surveyor, and every-
one would not understand where the
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| localities were even when furnished with

a map; and I believe that in the pre-
sent circumstances of the colony it would
be a complete failure, speaking generally.
If you tried to get persons to do the
workk on commission, they might not
be available; and, if available, they
might not be competent. You want a
man to be a bit of an enthusiast to deal
with this question, and, at the same time,
one who is thoroughly competent to give
the information required. You also want
a man with some knowledge of survey.
ing and a knowledge of maps, so as to be
able to furnish inquirers with all the
information they wanted. I believe the
best plan would be to survey these areas,
and to furnish good maps, cheap, all
over the colony. If you did that I believe
there would be no difficulty whatever in
finding land. The difficulty now experi-
enced by persons going to Northam and
York is because the land there is not
surveyed and mapped out. If theselands
had been surveyed, and we had maps of
them, inquirers for land would soon know
where the available Government land was
to be found, in the same way as they do
in the Meekering Area, or at Katanning,
or Jandacot. You do not hear any com-
ﬂ:ints of people not being able to find

d in those areas. It would be the
same with these other lands about York
and Northam. If they could get a map
of the locality for 6d. or 1s., and the land
was surveyed and the boundary posts all
numbered, they could easily ascertain
whether any piece of land suited them or
not. The difficulty the hon. member
refers to arises from the land not
yet being surveyed. We are doing all
we can with the money available, and, as
time goes on, we shall have more surveys
completed. At the same time, I am quite
aware that if there was a sufficient de-
mand for land, it would be a good thing
to have capalle and experienced persons
to show ‘intending seftlers where to go
for the land best suited for their require-
ments, But I de not think that at the
present time there is sufficient demand,
though I hope that very soon there may
be, when members may rest assured that
the Government will be quite alive to
the necessity for supplying all the infor.
mation they can to all inquirers for land.

Me. THROSSELL: All T can say is,
if the Government do not take some
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steps to furnish this information, they
ghould give up all idea of getting stran-
gers to settle in these districts. Weshall
gimply go on in our old-fashioned way,
slowly but surely. There will be no great
progress made in the way of settlement.
‘With the Yilgarn railway passing through
one of these districts, 1 think every pos-
sible inducement and facility should be
offered toinduce settlement along thatline.
Al 1 can say is, if the Government will not
take any steps in the direction I have in-
dicated, I hope they will not send any
more visitors to me. Last year, my hon.
friend the Commissioner of Crown Lands
sent a number of these strangers to me,
and niy hon. friend the Commissioner of
Railways did the same. All are sent to
Northam. Butif the Government will
not survey the land, how can I give these
people the imformation they require?
Only three days ago I received another
letter of iutroduction with another visitor,
from my hon. friend the Premier, who
said he knew I recognised the importance
of settling good men on the soil, and
therefore he sent this gentleman to me.
I do my best with these strangers, trot-
ting about the country with them, but I

can give them wvo defimite information, .

and T tell the Government now it is use-
less their sendipg any more to me, nuless
they get these lands surveyed and mapped
out.

Motion—put and passed.

EXPENDITURE ON RAILWAYS AND
TRAMWAYS.

M=z. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with
notice, moved that a return be laid
on the table showing the respective
amounts expended in connection with the
working and upkeep, during the year
1891, of the—

1. Eastern Railway.

2. Northern Railway.

3. Bunbury-Boyanup Railway.

4. Roebourne-Cossack Tramway.
He said the hon. member for York had
moved for a return the other day show-
ing the revenue derived from these lines,
but that return was robbed of a great
deal of its utility, in the absence of any
return showing the expenditure in con-
nection with the same lines. Therefore
he moved for the present return. He did
not want the details under the different

heads of expenditure, but simply the total
connected with each line.
Motion—put and passed.

W. A. TURF CLUB BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

MARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL.

On the motion of Mr. Parker, the
House went info committee on this bill,

Clause 1—Married women to be cap-
able of holding property, and of contract-
ing as a feme sole:

Pat and passed.

Clause 2—* Every woman who marries
“ after the commencement of this Act shall
“be entitled to have and to hold as her
“separate property and to dispose of in
“mauner aforesaid all real and personal
‘ property which shall belong to her at the
“time of tarriage, or shall be acquired
“by, or devolve upon her, after marriage,
“including any wages, earnings, money,
“and property gained or acquired by her
“in any employment, trade, or occupa-
“tion in which she is engaged, or which
“ she carries on separately frem her lhus-
“Dband, or by the exercise of any literary,
“ artistic, or scientific skill *: .

Mzy. De HAMEL moved to strike out
the first nine lines, down to the word
“ wages " inclusive, and substitute in lien
thercof the words following :—* Every
married woman, whether married before
or after the commencement of this Act,
shall be entitled to have and to hold as
her separate property, and to dispose of in
manner aforesaid, all real and personal
property which did or shall belong to her
at the time of marriage, or which has de-
volved upon or been acquired by or which
ghall devolve upon or be acquired by her
after marriage, including any wages.”
He hoped the committee would accept
this amendment. The clause at present
only applied to women who married after
the bill became law, and afforded no re-
lief to those who had the misfortune to
marry before it becamne law. He thought
that was a hardship. Why should they
not confer this great blessing on women
who were already married, as well as on
those who married hereafter? He did
not see why the woman who happened to
marry the day after this bill became law
should have the benefit of the hill, and
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the woman who married the day before it
became law be deprived of the benefit of
it. 'Why should the woman who marries
to-morrow have her property protected
against an idle and dissolute husband,
while the woman who married yesterday
should have mo such protection? Why
ghould the drunken husband of one be
prevented by law from spending her earn-
ings, while the drunken husband of the
other was allowed to spend all his wife
had ?

Tre Premier (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
Buppose it is already all spent ?

Me. De HAMEL: If it's gone, it’s
gone,

Mr. PARKER was afraid the hon.
member was not quite conversant with
the bill when he said it would only con-
fer a benefit upon women who married
after the commencement of the Act. If
he had read the 5th clause, the hon. mem-
ber would have seen that such was not the
cage. That clause provided that *every
“woman married before the commence-
“ ment of this Act shall be entitled to have
“and to hold and to dispose of in manner
**aforesaid as her separate property all
“real and perscnal property, her title to
“ which, whether vested or continued, and
“whether in possession, reversion, or re-
“mainder, shall acerue after the com-
“ mencement of this Act, including any
“wages, earnings, money and property so
‘“gained or acquired by her as aforesaid.”
It would be seen from this clause that
any woman, whether she married before
the Act became law or afterwards, was
entitled to hold, as her separate property,
everything that accrued to her after the
bill became law. If seemed to him that
was all that any married woman could
possibly expect. Of course we had to
consider husbands as well as wives.
A husband who was already married
might fairly say that he married his wife
under the law as it stood at the time they
were married, and at that time all her
property became his by law ; and it would
be very unjust for the Legislature now to
pass a law compelling him to give up all
this property which he had acquired years
ago under the law of the land. Suppos-
ing the husband were a farmer, and his
wife, when they were married, ten or
twenty years ago, had brought him some
cows, could they now fairly ask thiz man
to account to his wife for those cows and
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all their progeny ; or, if he had sold them,
could they now fairly ask him to refund
the proceeds, and, if he did not do so, let
his wife take him into court, and take
proceedings against him ? It was ridicu-
lous on the face of it. The husband
would say: ““I married her under certain
circumstances, according to the law of
the land at the time: I married that
woman because of her cows; I would not
have married her at all if it hadn’t been
for those cows ; why should Inowbe called
upon te give up those cows to her, after
ali these years, or account for the pro-
ceeds, when they have virtually been my
own property ever since we married P
A bhusband might fairly ask that. Al-
though they were all desirous of doing
all they could to benefit married women,
still they must have some little considera-
tion for the married man. The hon.
member must be aware that, under the
provisions of the Bankruptcy Act, a
trustee in bankruptcy took all the estate
of the bankrupt, in the same way as the
husband under the law at present took
the property of his wife (unless there was
a seftlement) ; and, if a husband became
a bankrupt, the trustee would take the
whole of the property, both the husband’s
and the wife's. No doubt, in some cases,
this had been done, and the property had
been distributed among the creditors
years ago. Were they now going to come
upon the husband in that case and call
upon him to refund to his wife all this
property of hers? Those cows that his
wife brought him when they were mar-
ried may have been taken by the trustee
and sold, and the proceeds distributed
among the husband’s creditors; were
they vow going to let the wife take her
husband into court and make him ac-
count to her for the proceeds of those
cows, without which he probably would
not have married her at all? It was
preposterous to think so. He did not
think they could be fairly asked to do
for women who were already married any
more than this bill proposed to do for
them, and that was to allow them to hold
and dispose of, as their own separate
property, any property or earnings that
accrued to them after this Act became
law. This applied to any property that
might be devised to her, and to any earn-
ings she might gain, which would be as
much her own property as if she had re-
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mained a single woman. They could not
rearonably be expected to go back and
say to the wife that the property she
brought her husband twenty years ago,
and which perhaps had been spent or lost
in business, must now be returned to her.
It would create no end of trouble. This
bill, as he had already said when intro-
ducing it, went on the lines of the Eng-
lish Act of 1882. That Act was not first
brought in, in the Imperial Parliament,
in 1882 ; it was fhe outcome of two pre-
vious bills dealing with the same subject,
one passed in 1870 and the other in 1874;
and he had not the alightest doubt that
the whole question of the rights of women
already married and about to be married
were fully considered by the Imperial
Parliament, and it was not considered
wise there to make the law retrospective;
nor did he think it would be wise to do
80 here.

Mr. DE HAMEL said it seemed to him
that the hon. member’'s argument was a
false one, that, because a husband was
married before this bill became law, they
were not to protect his wife. The hon.
member had put his argument on very
low ground indeed when he talked about

4 man marrying a woman for the sake of -

her cows. If a man was bage enough to
do that, he thought the Legislature might
fairly step in and protect the wife from
such a wretch of a husband as that, and
give her the benefit of this bill. He saw
nothing in the bill, as suggested by the
hon. member, to enable a woman to fol-
low any property that had already been
spent or logt, If the property was gone,

ere was an end of it, and nothing could
be done in that case, All he asked was
that the property that remained should
be protected.

Amendment—put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—*“ Any money or other es-
tate of the wife lent or entrusted by her
to her busband for the purpose of any
trade or business carried on by him, or
otherwise, shall be treated as assets of
her hushand’s estate in case of his bank-
ruptey, under reservation of the wife’s
claim to & dividend as & creditor for the
amount or value of such money or other
estate after, but not before, all claims
of the other creditors of the husband
for valuable consideration in money or
money's worth have been satisfied” ;

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Me. TRAYLEN moved that this
clauge be struck out. The whole scope
and purport of the bill, as he understood
it, was to give a married woman all that
belonged to her, but this one clause stood
out in direct antagonism to the general
scope of the bill, Suppose the case of
the cows (referred to by the hon. mem-
ber for York) occurring after the passing
of this bill. A woman possessed of cows
in her own right married a farmer who
bhad other cows. Obviously the most
profitable thing she could do with her
cows was to let her husband use them in
connection with his own, and make the
farm profitable. But, if by some mis-
fortune or celamity, the husband became
a bankrupt, the wife's cows would be lost
to ber, and this bill would be no protec-
tion to her. The only safe way for her
would be to sell her cows when she mar-
ried, and invest the proceeds in shares or
debentures, or some other way as pro-
vided in the bill. It would not be safe
for her, under {his clause, to allow her
husband to trade with them, and work
them on the farm with his own cows,
which obvicusly would be the most pro-
fitable and advantageous way of dealing
with them,

Me. PARKER said he agreed it did
seem to bear somewhat harshly on a
married women ; but they must also bear
in mind that they had to look after the
interests of creditors as well as the
interests of married women. This bill
provided that if a married woman en-
trusted her husband with any money or
property for the purpose of trading with
it, and the husband became a bankrupt,
the wife could only come in and claim
against the estate after all the other
creditors’ claims had been satisfied. Of
course, the other creditors might be
satisfied with a composition, and she
would have a right to come in and make
her claim. The principle upon which
this clause was drawn was analogous to
the principle that related to the law of
partnership. By the 2Z8th and 29th
Vict., cap. 86, a partner was not allowed
to prove his claims in competition with
other creditors; and the same principle
wag introduced here in the case of the
life-partnership between husband and
wife. To strike out this clause would be
subversive of that established principle
of law, So far as he was concerned,
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standing there ag he did in the interests
of married women, he should not object,
if the committee should think proper to
strike the clause out; but it seemed to
him it would be doubtful whether it
would not open the door to—he would
not say fraud, but collusion, and to a
considerable amount of injury to cred-
itors in cases of bankruptcy.

Me. TRAYLEN said that under clause
6 the door was left quite as wide open to
fraund as it would be if this clause were
struck out. According to clause 6, all
the wife had to do to protect her prop-
erty was to realise upon it and put the
money in the bank, If the husband
lmew that financially he was on shaky
ground, and that bankruptey was loom-
ing ahead, all he had to do was to give his
wife all the cash he had and let her put it
in the bank in her own name, and it
would be protected as her own property.

Mz. ParxEer: No, it could be followed.
Under clause 10 any fraudulent invest-
ment by the wife of her husband’s money
could be followed as if this Act had not
passed.

Mzn. TRAYLEN said that only ap-
plied to cases where the wife invested the
money without her husband’s consent.
In the case he referred to, it would not
be without the husbaud’s consent, but
with his consent. He repeated, if the
husband felt himself af all shaky, in a
financial sense, he had plenty of ways
provided for putting his money away
safely under this bill, by giving it to his
wife, and letting her invest it in her own
name. All he (Mr. Traylen) wished was
to extend to the married woman with the
cows the same degree of protection as
was provided throughout the bill in other
cases.

Mr. RICHARDSON could not help
thinking that to strike out this clause
would be to open the door to fraud.
After all, a married woman was fairly
well protected under the bill, if she had
any property in cows or anything else.
The best thing she could do if she con-
sidered there was any risk in allowing
her husband to trade with her cows was
to sell them, and put the money in the
baok, or invest the proceeds in some other
way. If she preferred to run the risk,
on the chance of being able to make
more mouey by letting her husband trade
with her property, and speculate with if,
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that was her own lookout. She must be
prepared to take the risk. It appeared
to him it would be a very dangerous
thing to take away this clause. If they
did so, all a bankrupt husband would
have to do wonld be to say that the whole

.of the property was his wife’s, and no-

body could touch it. He believed there
were many doors open to fraud in this
bill, and he thought it would be as well
to shut some of them at any rate.

Me. MOLLOY sa2id he had understood
that the main object of the bill was to
protect married women from idle and
dissolute husbands; but now it appeared
to him it was proposed to go to the other
extreme, and protect the husbaunds us
well, if engaged in business, and make
two separate and distinet individuals of
the husband and wife. If this clause
were siruck out, a married woman could
lend her husband money to trade with
or speculate with, and, if her husband
failed, she could come in and prove
against his estate like any other person
outside, the greatest stranger in the
world. He did not understand that the
bill was to go that length in separating
husband and wife, but it would do so if
this clause were expunged, and create an
independent business between the wife
and the husband. He agreed that mar-
ried women required protection in many
cases, but the protection intended to be
afforded was protection against idle and
drunken husbands who squandered their
wives' earnings, when these women were
working hard to support themselves and
their families. He very much objected to
this clause being expunged.

Mg. CLARKSON said he had no doubt
this clause wounld open the door to frand;
he thought the whole bill would open the
door to fraud, and altogether upset the
exigting order of things in matrimonial
life. He had oppused the bill on its
second reading, and he intended to op-
pose it now, right through. He was
sorry his hon. friend the Attorney Gen-
eral, who was also strongly opposed to
the bill, was not in his place that even-
ing. He felt, however, that the feeling
of the majority of members was in favor
of the bill, so that it would be almost
waste of time to oppose it. As the At-
torney General pointed out the other
day, the whole bill would open the door
to fraud in many ways.
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Tue CeatRman: The hon. member
must now confine himself to the 3rd
clanse.

Me. CLAREKSON: Well, I am op-
posed to the 3rd clause, and every other
clause.

Question put—That the clanse be
struck out—and negatived.

Clauses 4 to 22:

Put and passed.

Clause 23: Act to come into operation
on 1st April, 1892,

Mr. RICHARDSON asked if there
was any particular object in postponing
the coming into operation of the Act
until the Ist April. If not, why not let
it become law at once P

Mr. PARKER was not aware that
there was any particular object in post-
poning the operation of the Act, except
perhaps that it might be desirable to
give due notice to ladies about to marry.
The lail of April was not far off, and as
the bill had yet to pass through the other
House it would probably be the middle
of March before it became law. He had
10 objection, however, to alter the date,
or to wtrike out the clause altogether.

Mr. RICHARDSON saw no object in
postponing the date for bringing the Act
into force.
nto operation. There might be several
marriages between this and the lst of
April, and he saw no reason why the
women who contracted marriages before
that date should not get the benefit of
the biil. He moved that the clause be
struck out.

Mr. CLARESON said he was opposed
to striking out this clause. He thought
they could not fix upon a more appro-
priate date than the 1st of April for
bringing the bill into operation.

Question—put and passed, and clause
gtruck out.

Clanse 24—8hort title :

Put and passed.

Preamble and title :

Agreed to.

Bill reported.

ESTIMATES, 1892,

The Honse went into committee for the
further congideration of the Estimates of
Expenditure for 1892:

His Freellency the Governor, £735 :

Ttem put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Legislative Couneil, £1,150:

Ttem put and passed.

Legislative Assembly, £2,170:

Mz. A. FORREST said be would Like
to ask the Treasurer whether the Govern-
ment intended to make any increase in
the salary of the Clerk of the Assembly.
The salary was very small, and the duties
were very large.  They all knew how well
those duties were carried out. It was
impossible for this gentleman to keep up
the positien he occupied on the salary he
now received, and he hoped the Govern-
ment would see their way, when the Esti-
mates were recommitted, to make some
inerease in the salary of this officer.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: would like some
little information with regard to the
item * Reporters for Hansard, £500,”
which he noticed had been increased
from £300. Would the Premier give
them some information as to the peces-
gity for this increase ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the present arrangements, as mem-
bers were aware, were temporary, the
matter being now under the considera-
tion of the Joint Standing Orders Com-
mittee. Under the present arrangement
there were two reporters employed in
that House; one was the old Hansard
reporter, who received £400, and the
other got £100, which made up this
£500. The arrangements, as he had
said, were temporary, but of course in
any new arrangements that might be
made by the Joint Standing Orders Com-
mittee, the Government would have to
consider the position of these gentlemen,
He thought that, so far, the arrange-
ments made by the Government were
working very well. So far as he could
judge, the reports seemed to be very
good, and they were supplied to the Gov-
ernment Printer weekly. He did not
know what the Standing Orders Com.
mittee would suggest, but he had no
doubt that whatever they did suggest
would be with the view of placing the
reporting even on & better footing than
it was at the present time. He should
Like perhaps to see the Hansard reports
come out more frequently than weekly;
still, of ecourse, if they went in for
daily reporis it would mean great ex-
pense.

Mz. Ricraznsox : Once a week is quite
enough,
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Tee PREMIER. (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the present arrangements for the
reporting were certainly economical, and
the Glovernment did all the printing for
the weekly issue without any large excess
of expenditure.

Me. R. F. BHOLL said he did not
know, of course, if what one heard was
correct, but he thought it was inadvisable
that anyone connected with the Press of
thig colony should be a Haneerd reporter.
He believed the reporter he referred to
was a very capable reporter; in fact,
everyone knew he was, and with the ex-
ception that he was connected with the
Press, and wrote for the Press, he would
not have any objection to this gentleman
reporting for Hansard. But he thought
that, on principle, it way inadvisable for
anyone connected with the Press of this
colony, in any way whatever, to be report-
ing for Hansard. Whether the paper he
was connected with was supporting the
Government or supporting the Opposi-
tion, he thought it would be inadvisable
that anyone connected with the Press
should in future be connected with Han-
sard. It mattered very little at the pre-
gent time, but in the future he thought it
would be very unwise. This matter of
the Hansard reporting had been left, he
believed, to the Joint Committee, and he
hoped that committee would consider this
matter, and that there would be a decision
that no one should be engaged reporting
for Hansard who was not an independent
reporter connected with no newspaper in
the colony.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said be knew there was a general impres-
" gion—he had heard it more than once,
and he thought it prevailed in that House
to some extent; he could wnot say to
what extent—that a gentleman engaged
on the Press was not a reliable reporter
for Hamsard. He never could understand
that objection. He knew that in Sounth
Australia the whole of the reporting for
Hansard was done by the newspapers.

Mr. R. F. 8EoLL: But it does not an-
swer, and they are doing away with it.

Tee PREMIER (Hon, Sir J, Forrest)
said he did not think that was because
the reports were not well done. Itseemed
to him that the only question at issue was
this,—did the person engaged to do the
work do it properly? Members them-
selves were the best judges of that, by
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reading their own speeches. If they were
not satisfied with the reports as presented
to them by the Hansard reporters, it
seemed to him they had a very easy way
of saying so. But because a gentleman
happened to be on the staff of a news-
paper, it seemed $o him that was no dis-
qualification to his being an accurate
reporter for Hanserd. As he said before,
the only question was the accuracy of the
reports. If the reporter did not do his
work properly, depend upon it some
means would be found to get rid of him.
Of course, in the other colonies the Han-
sgrd reporting cost an immense sum of
meney. In Queensland he did not know
what 1t did not cost. There they had a
large staff of reporters, and the work was
turned out daily. The other colonies
had their Hansard published weekly, as
we did here; and he thought, himself,
that the present arrangement was cer-
tainly an economical one, very economical
indeed. Whether it was satisfactory,
rested with members to say. They had
had some experience of it now; they had
seen these debates which now appeared
weekly, and each one could judge whether
he was fairly reported or not. He
thought there was an advantage even in
having reporters connected with the
Presa to report for that House, because
very often they gave very much better
reports in the daily press, and the
speeches of membera were thus presented
to all parts of the country. He knew
that last session—he had not paid much
attention to this session—the Hansard
reporter for the Upper House gave the
reports of the speeches there almost in
full in the newspaper he was connected
with, and they were thus presented to the
people of the colony. That, he thought,
was distinctly an advantage. Even now
he believed members were more fully
reported in the newspaper with which
this gentleman was connected than they
otherwise would be. If that was not an
advantage he should like to know why.
The desire of members, no doubt, was
that their speeches should be printed and
sent forth to the world ; and it seemned to
him that the gentlemen connected with
the Press were the only persons who
could facilitate the object in view. How-
ever, what the opinion of members
might be, he wished to state for himgelf
that he saw no disadvantage, in the
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present circumstances of the colony, in
having gentlemen connected with the
Press reporting for Hansard, so long as
they reported properly and correctly.

M=. R. F. SHOLL said that so far as
the Hansard reporting was concerned he
had vo fault to find. It was only onthe
matter of principle that he objected.
He thought the prineiple was a wrong
one, that anyone coonected with the
newspaper Press should alse be con-
nected with Hansard. He knew that
this gentleman was a very capable re-
porter, and, so far as he knew, the
reports were accurate, and it was only
the matter of principle that he objected
to,

Me. A. FORREST said perhaps the hon.
member would tell them in which way
his principle was affected. Tt was amus-
ing to hear hon. gentlemen sometimes say
they objected to this and that on principle.
Surely, so long as the men who were
engaged reporting for Hansard did their
work in a satisfactory manner, members
had nothing to complain of. He was cer-
tain that members were very pleased with
the way their speeches had been reported
this session; and if for no other reason
than what was said a few days ago, that
the newspapers objected to the very long
speeches of some hon. members, he
thought they should not begrudge this
extra £100 a year to these Hansard re-
porters, when they kouew they had to sit
there till 12 o’clock at night sometimes.
They could not expect one reporter to
do it ; it would be impossible for one
man to do it; his brains could never
stand it. After taking all the speeches
down in shorthand, he had to copy it all
out again for the Government Printer.
He shounld like the hon. member to see
what Hansard costs in the other colonies;
he would not object to this paltry £500.
It would not pay one of the Hangard re-
porters in the other colonies.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I didn't object
to the £500. 1T objected to the principle.

Mr. A, FORREST said he noticed when
he was in Sydney attending the Federal
Conference there must have been at least
eight reporters there; they went out
every five minutes, one after the other,
ke a lot of sheep. Here we found
two solitary reporters sitting there
for four or five hours., He considered
the work was well done. Whether
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the reporters were newspaper men or in-
dependent men was a matter that did
not concern anyone there, so long as the
work was done well, and he hoped that
the vote would pass. Even if it was
larger, he would be prepared to support
it.

Me. MOLLOY said that what he un-
derstood the hon. member for the Gas-
coyne to object to was the principle, and
the principle he objected to (as he under-
stood the hon. member) was, that pro-
prietors of newspapers shonld not have
the absolute control of the Hansard re-
porting. It struck him that was a very
forcible objection, especially when they
considered thet there might be connected
with these newspapers certain persons
who were large shareholders. He thought
that in that light the argument of the
hon. member for the Gascoyne was a
very effective one. He did not under-
stand the hon. member to object to the
additional cost of the Hansard reporting
staff, but to the reporting getting into
the hands or under the control of any
newspaper. .

Vote put and passed.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, £1,475:

Put and puassed.

Audit Department, £1,665:

Me. R. . SHOLL asked whether the
work of this department had increased so
much as to necessitate two exira clerks,
and also that the incidental clerical ex-

" penses should be increased from £5 to

£100?

Tue PREMIER (Hoen. Sir J. Forrest)
eaid the work in the Audit Department
had increased, and he was afraid they
would have to ask for more another year.
Auditing, unless it was complete and
satisfactory, was of course worthless, and
they hoped to make the audit a real audit
now, and not as it had been in the past—-
a sort of half-and-half business. Some
departments oever audited at all, or, at
all events, in a very superficial way,
while others received the whole attention
of the department. He thought there
wasg great room for improvement still in
the Audit Office, but they were doing
what they could to make it as complete
as possible. Members could easily realise
that when every department of the Gov-
ernment required to be audited it took a
good many people to do the work, besides
the ordinary business connected with the
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receipt and payment of money in the
Treasury.

Me. R. F. SHOLL asked if this vote
included the auditing of the railway ac-
counts; did the Auditor General audit
the accounts of the Railway Department ?
- Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :

es.

Vote—put and passed.

Medical Department, £43,109 11s.:

Me. RICHARDSON said there was a
great discrepancy between the salaries of
the Principal Medical Officer and the
Resident Medical Officer at Perth; one
received £475 and £50 forage allowance,
while the other only received £200.

- What he should like to know was who did
the work ?

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the - Principal Medical Officer was
also the Colonial Surgeon, and the head
of the Medical Department of the colony.
The administration of the whole depart-
ment was in his hands and under his con-
trol, and he was responsible to the Gov-
ernment, in the same way as the head of
any other department. The other officer
was simply the Resident Medical Officer
at the Colonial Hospital, where he bad
quarters, and also his board, in addition
to hie salary.

Mz, A. FORREST asked what steps
the Government intended to take to
provide a medical officer for West Kim-
berley? It was some time ago now since
the last one died.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the Government were most anxious
to fill up both these appointments, one
at Derby, and the other at Wyndham,
but they found considerable difficulty
in getting suitable officers to go up
there. It had given the Government
a great deal of trouble. No one cared
to go to these tropical places. He did
not think there was a medical officer
now in the colony who would accept
an appointment either at Wyndham or
Derby. If they combined the duties
of medical officer with those of resident
magistrate, it would probably malke the
difficulty greater, for if they got a suit-
able medical officer he might not also be
a suitable magistrate. The whole ques-
tion of these Northern appointments was
a great trouble to the Government, but
they would fill up these two appoint-
ments at the earliest possible time.
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Mz. A. FORREST suggested that the
Government should go outside the service
and outside the colony, if they could not
find anyone in the service, or in the
colony, who would undertake the dual
duties of magistrate and medical officer
at the North. He did not think they
would ever get a medical officer to go to
West Kimberley for £200, and he
thought a medical man was more im-
portant than a magistrate up there.

Me. R. F. SHOLL, referring to the
item, “ Yilgarn Resident Medical Officer,
£200,” said while he considered that there
should be a medical man at Yilgarn, he
thought that with its large population it
ought to provide its own medical officer
without being subsidised to the extent of
£200. There was another objection he
had, and that was to the appointment by
the Government of officers before that
House voted the money for them, or was
asked to vote the money. He believed
that had been the case with this medical
officer at Yilgarn.

Me, A. FORREST aaid he had some-
thing to do with this appointment. There
was a great outery at Yilgarn; people
were dying there for the want of a doctor,
and strong representations were made to
the Government by himself and others
interested in the fields as to the absolute
necessity of sending a doctor up there.
Fortunately, Dr. Black happened to be
here at the time, on his way to the other
colonies, and influence was brought to
bear upon him to induce him to go to Yil-
garn, and at last he consented. He
thought the Government deserved very
great credit indeed for the appointment.
If the Government had to wait for a vote
of that House before they made any ap-
pointment, the sooner we got back to the
old gystem the better.

Mr. TRAYLEN did not think thaf
£200 was too much for such a man as
Dr. Black, and he congratulated the
Government on having secured the ser-
vices of a man of his abilities to go out to
such a place as Yilgarn.

Me. CLARKSON thought that £200
for a young, active, and properly quali-
fied medical officer like Dr. Black, was
little enough, in an out-of-the-way dis-
trict like Yilgarn, where he counld get
nothing but salt water and tivned meat,
and often had to ride 100 miles at a
stretch, with not a bit to eat all the way.
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Mz. R. F. SHOLL said the object in
granting these subsidies to medical
officers was to induce them to go and
gettle in places where there were only a
small population and little practice. On
these go{)dﬁelds the population already
was considerable, and there ought to be
an extensive and profitable private prac-
tice for a doctor there. What he should
like to know was whether the Govern-
ment was bound to continue this subsidy
of £200 if the population (as they hoped
it, would) increased largely at Yilgarn.

Mz. SIMPSON thought it must have
escaped the hon. member that this
appointment was over a district 100
miles long, and he did not think a doctor
would get rich on £200 a year, when he
must keep a horse, and when horse feed
could not be had under 30s. a week, or
possibly £2.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
pointed out that £200 a year was not the
outside sum on these Estimates for a
resident medical officer; there was Gas-
coyne, for instance, where they gave the
medical officer £250 a year. As to
making appointments without the leave
of the House, he thought there must be
a limit to that rule; it would not do to
have a hard-and-fast rule, and not allow
the Government to make any appoint-
ment without first consulting that House.
There were cases of emergency and of
necessity, in which it would be almost
culpable on the part of the Government
to take no action. All the Government
had to think of in such cases, was
whether their action was hkely to meet
with the approval of the House after-
wards. They were not afraid of spend-
ing money without authority, in cases of
emergency or of necessity, so long as the
House approved of their action when
they came before it. If it did not
approve, it could very soon let the
Government know if;,

Mz. B. F. SHOLL said he also noticed
another new appointment—a resident
medical officer at Beverley. He should
have thought, with railway communi-
cation established, and only 20 miles
from York, that Beverley could have done
very well without a subsidised medical
officer. There were equally important
places at the North which had not a
resident medical officer, although they
were hundreds of miles away from a
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doctor, and had no railway communica-
tion. He moved that the item “ Beverley,
Resident Medical Officer, £100,” bestruck
out.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest)
hoped the committee would not listen to
such a thing. The hon. member had
evidently made up his mind to bave a
tilt at every item on these Estimates. As
to Beverley being only 20 miles from
York, the same might be said of Northam
and Newcastle, yet each of those places
had a resident medical officer. Some
consideration, surely, was due to the
people living in these outlying districts.
It seemed to him that if we could get a
duly qualified man for £100 a year, the
money would be very well spent indeed.
His opinion was that we could afford to
have these medical men almost all over
the colony, so long as we had not to pay
them more than we did now.

M=z. HARPER said the necessity for a
medical officer at Beverley had been
strongly emphasised within the last few
months, when they had two cases of men
who died in the train on their way to
Perth from Albany. Apart from this,
ag the Premier had said, people who went
out to live in these back settlements with
their families were surely entitled to
gome consideration, and ought not to he
left without medical assistance within a
reasonable distance. He thought it was
in the interests of the whole commuunity,
and certainly in the interests of settle-
ment, that, as far as possible, wherever
there was a congregation of people, there
should be a medical officer within their
reach. The necessity for & medical man
at Beverley had been strongly urged upon
the Government by the settlers of the
district, and he was surprised that any-
one should cavil at it.

Question put—That the item be struck
out—and negatived,

Mez. R. F. SHOLL, referring to the
item “ Katanning, Resident Medical Offi-
cer, £100,” said that, considering there
was already a medical officer at the Wil-
liams, he thought that officer might also
do duty at Katanning.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Bir J. Forrest)
said the Resident Medical Officer (who
was also the Magistrate) at the Wilhams
was likely to go on leave, and some ar-
rangements might be made by which the
roagistracy at the Williams need not be
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perpetuated, but the vote was asked for
on these Estimates because no arrange-
ments had yet been made., Katannmng
was 70 miles from the Williams, and was
becoming an important settlement, and
he hoped to see the place develop into
one of the principal agricultural centres
of the colony. So far from cutting down,
he thought it would be necessary to in-
crease the Government staff in that
locality very soon.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said if it was
understood that the officer at the Williams
was not to be continued he had no objec-
tion to this Katanning vote, but he did
1ot see what they wanted two for.

Teg PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he should not like to make a promise,
but any economical arrangement that
could be made would be made.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said if he could not
get a promise, he would move that the
item be struck out.

Mr. LOTON thought that in the case
of newly opened districts like Katanning
- we ought not to wait until there were a
pumber of deaths before appointing a
medical officer. The settlers in these
outlying districts, even with the little aid
they got from the Government towards
supporting a medical officer, found that
they had as much as they could do to
paey for medical attendance; and you
could not get a medical man to go to
these sparsely populated districts unless
you guaranteed him something certain to
start upon. The appointment of 2 medi-
cal officer at Katanning would not do
away with the necessity of a medical
officer at the Williams; the people who
settled at Katanning would not be drawn
from the Williams. What he did object
to with regard to these votes for medical
officers was that once the vote was
granted, there was no emnd to it. No
matter how the population increased the
vote still appeared on the BEstimates, He
thought the Government should con-
gider whether a district or towmship
attained a certain amount of population,
it was not in a position to do without this
aid, These votes should be limited to
spazsely populated and newly settled
districts, where there was not sufficient
private practice for a medical man to
live on.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
pointed out that these grants in aid were
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not a dead loss; these medical officers
had to do all the Government work;
they had the police, the railway servants,
paupers, the natives, and others to attend
to, and he questioned very much, if we
had to pay them a fee for each attend-
ance, whether we could have the work
done so cheaply. He believed it would
come to a great deal more than £100 a
year.

Mr. PIESSE thought that of all the
items on the Estimates this was one that
the House ought to let stand. They
were all anxious to see settlement ex-
tending, and new agricultural disiricts
started, and the least they could do was
to give the settlers this little assistance.
This medical officer at Katanning would
have to serve the whole district, and not
the township alone, and he thought it
would be generally agreed that the
Katanning people were only asking what
they really deserved. The mere fact
of there being a medical officer at
the Williams did not do away with the
necessity of baving one at Katunning,
where the population was increasing and
the want of a medical man very much
felt. At the time of the last Census the
population had increased from 1,300 to
2,350, and by this time it was probably
2,500, scattered over a large area of
country. It must be remembered that
these people who went out to open up
fresh settlements were doing good to the
whole colony, and benefiting the whole
cornmunity, and the least we could do was
to give them some little encouragement
in this way.

Mr. D HAMEL said he did not ob.
ject at all to this £100 for a medical

-officer for Kafanning, if this was the

only additional expenditure contemplated.
But what were the facts? Hitherto the
whole district, including the Williams,
was served by one officer, the Resident
Magistrate and medical officer at the
‘Williams, at a cost of £270 per annum ;
but now it was proposed, in addition, to
provide a stipendiary magistrate for
Katanning at £315, and a medical officer
at £100, making a total of £685, instead
of £270.

Mr. HASSELL said he might point
out what the hon. member had appar-
ently forgotten as to having a magistrate
at Katanning, and that was that the cost
of taking cases to be tried at the
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Williams, the expense of witnesses and
so on, would probably cost the country
more than the salary of the Magistrate
at Katanuoiog.

M=r. A. FORREST was surprised at
the hon. member for the Gascoyne think-
ing that one man could be Medical
Officer and Magistrate of the two dis-
tricts. It would be impossible for one
man to do it. He thought the Govern-
ment had done quite right in providing a
rising town like Katanning not only with
a doctor, but also a magistrate. They
already had a gaol and a lockup there,
and a police-station, and now they wanted
a magistrate, and the Government acted
quite right in giving them omne.

MR.R. F.SHOLLzaid hereally thought
the hon. member for West Kimberley
wag not only financing the Government,
but also driving them. He seemed to
boss the whole concern. People in the
Northern districts, with much more im-
portant townships than Xatanning, had
to be satisfied with a medical officer
hundreds of miles away, but, in this part
of the colony, every twopenny-halfpenny
town required its own medical officer and
its own magistrate. The nextthing they
would require would be a town hall. He
objected to a member being allowed, be-
cause he was a supporter of the Govern-
ment, to ask the Government to give his
district all these things. He thought it
wag time the Government should learn to
say “mno,” when outrageous items like
some of those he saw on these Estimates—
and he would challenge every one of them
—were asked for. He did not see why,
simply because a member supported the
Government, he should have all these
luzuries (he called them).

Me. PIESSE did not think the Gov-
ernment, in the case of Katanning, had
been inspired or prompted by anyone. It
was a spontaneous act on their part, see-
ing the growing importance of this dis-
trict, to make provision for some of its
wants; and a medical officer was one of
them.

Mg. TRAYLEN, referring to the item
“ Government Analyst, £25,” said this
was either too much or too little. If this
was all the money that was provided for
this purpose, it might as well be left out
altogether, because it would only pay for
about eight analyses. But he took it that
this £25 was only a kind of retaining fee
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to some gentleman who should hold thig
appointment, and who, by virtue of that
appointment, would huve at his disposal
all the necessary apparatas, tests, ete., for
conducting analyses. But he did not
see any money for him to work upon,
after this retaining fee was paid. Last
year the House took into comsideration
the question of the adulteration of alco-
holic beverages going on in the colony,

‘and a select committee drew up a re-

port on the subject; and, if the Gov-
ernment would read belween the lines
of that rveport they would see that
somebody—whom the select committee,
if they had wished, could have indicated,
but they thought it wiser not to do so at
the time ; or he would put it in this way:
if the Government would read between
the lines of that report they would see
that there must be a large amount of
adulteration going on in connection with
aleoholi¢ liguors. By way of supporting
him in this allegation, one member of the
Upper Houge and a widely-known and
respectable merchant at Fremantle, for-
warded him a circular that had been
received from London, in which wonder-
ful circular it was anoounced that some-
thing which they gave the name of
brandy to, and other alcoholic beverages,
could actually be supplied to the trade at
63d. per bottle, straw envelopes and
cage for packing it included. Now the
strength of that beverage must be some-
thing to talk about. 'Was it worth while
to allow villainous stuft Iike that to come
into the colony unchallenged; or, what
was perhaps mors to the point, was it
worth while to allow stuff of this kind
to be made up in the colony? If we
insisted on legalising the sale of alcoholic
beverages to the public, it seemed to
him that we should endeavor as far
ag possible to provide that they should
have a drop of the real “cratur,” and
not any kind of vile compound. Of
course, from his own standpoint even the
real stuff itself was injurious, but cer-
tainly this other concocted poison was
worse. He thought the whole matter
ghould be thoroughly inquired into, and
this system of adulteration checked as
far as possible; and this was the reason
why he asked the Government whether
they had some other funds besides this
£25 from which they could pay for
analysing, as the occasion might require,
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In the Police Bill passed this session
provision was made for testing beverages,
but it seemed to him useless making
such » provision unless there was money
to pay for conducting these tests.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he could only inform the hon. mem-
ber that there were funds available for
all these small items of expenditure that
were not specially provided for in these
Estimates. This £25, as the hon. mem-
ber said, was merely a retaining fee; the
Government paid forall analyses. These
small items generally came out of the
vote for **Miscellaneous Services,” and
incidental expenses, which the hon. mem-
ber would find on page 38. There was
always a way to find money, although it
might not be apparent on the Estimates,
generally out of this * Miscellaneous”
vote. A great number of assays of
minerals had been made for the Govern-
ment, and the gentleman wbo made them
received his fees; but he was not aware
of many analyses of liquor having been
made,

Me. RICHARDSON thought there
ought to be some provision made for
analysing liquors, and that the police
should be instructed to take samples for
that purpose.

Mz. COOEWORTHY understood the
select commitiee lagt session to state
that the Adulteration Act could not be
enforced because there were no funds
available to carry out the Act. He
thought funds ought to be provided;
certainly this £25 was hardly sufficient
for all purposes.

Mg. MOLLOY understood that this
£25 was simply a retaining fee for the
gentleman who acted as Government
Analyst, and whe would probably hold
some other appointment, in the same way
as the Health Officer of the Perth Local
Board, who received the princely sum of
£25 a year, was also one of the principal
medical gentlemen of the city.

Mer. TRAYLEN said that to be a
competent analyst required special train-
ing and an expensive apparatus, and, if
the work was going to be done at all, it
ought to be done thoroughly. 8o long as
it was understood there were other funds
which the Government could draw upon
for this purpose, he would say no more,

Vote put and passed.

Police Department, £43,109 11s.:
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M=. R. F. SHOLL asked whether this
vote was considered sufficient, in view of
the native depredations goingon in the
Northery parts of the eolony, and the
promise of the Government to increase
the amount of police protection. It
appeared to him that the lncrease in the
number of police provided on these
Estimates was an insignificant increase,
especially looking at the increasing de-
mand for police protection on the various
goldfields as well as by the Northern
settlers,

Tee PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest)
said he was informed by the Colonial
Secretary, who was the Minister in
charge of this department, and also by
the Commissioner of Police, that the
provision made on these Estimates would
be sufficient. He found that the total
number of the police foree provided for
here was 239, and it might be of interest
to members if he mentioned how it was
proposed to distribute the police in what
might be called the disturbed districts at
the North. The distribution in the Ger-
aldton distriet would be as follows: Green-
ough, 2 men and 2 horses; Dongara, 6
men and 6 horses; Northampton, 3 men
and 3 horses; Mount Witienoom, 5 men
and 10 horses; Mount Gould, 6 men and
10 horses; Thomas River, 4 men and 10
horses; junctior of the Gascoyne and
Lyons, 2 men and 4 horses; Mount
Labouchere, 6 men and 11 horses ; Car-
narvon, 6 men and 3 horses, and 2 boata;
Murchison Goldfields, 3 men and 6
horges. Members would see there was a
considerable addition provided for that
part of the colony. He could cnly say
that he was assured that awmple pro-
vision had been made to meet the
difficulties that had arisen in connection
with the natives, and he thought they
would be able to cope with the difficulty.
He had a report recently received from
the Magistrate of the Gascoyne district,
who said that in the present dry state of
the country, if they had a thousand police
and a thousand horses they ¢ould not do
anything, unless they had forage carted
for their horses, the whole country was
s0 destitute of feed. The Government
was as much alive as anyone could
possibly be to the necessity of coping
with this native difficulty, and members
might rest assured that the Government
would do all they could in the matter.
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Vote agreed to.

Gaols, £13,540 4s. :

Put and passed.

Rottnest Native Prison, £2,907 10s.:

Mr. MOLLOY would like some in-
formation as to the necessity for this ex-
perditure. He noticed that the salaries
alone for this establishment amounted to
£1,262 10s. He had taken seme little
trouble to find out the average number
of native prisoners that these salaried
officials had to look after, and he found
that the average lately had been about
40. It seemed to him monstrous that
for the custody of 40 native prisoners
the country should be involved in an
annual expenditure, for salaries alone, of
£1,262 10s., starting with a Superin-
tendent at £325 a year, besides other
allowances or perquisites. The sooner
this huge and expensive establishment
was broken up, the better would it be in
the interests of the country. These 40
wretched natives could be better utilised
in some other parts of the colony, or they
could be lodged in some part of the von-
vict prison at Fremantle, which was now
half empty. He noticed that while they

aid the Superintendent of the Fremantle

rison, the principal gaol in the colony,
only £300 o year, they had at Rottnest a
brigadier-genernl, or something, drilling
this black brigade of 40 natives, at a
salary of £325 and perquisites. He
thought, that for the credit of the colony,
it was time this absurdity ceased.

Mzr. QUINLAN said he had already
referred to this matter this session, and he
could endorse in a great measure what
the hon. member for Perth (Mr. Mclloy)
had just gaid, that it would be wiser for
the Gfovernment to make some alteration
in this department. It was late now to
take any aclive steps in the matter this
year, but he hoped the Governnent would
see the wisdom of taking some action in
the direction of abolishing this establish-
ment_ altogether as a native prison. He
would be in favor of the Reformatory for
boys remaining on the island, for he
thought it was desirable they should be
kept apart from more hardened eriminals.
He hoped the Aborigines' Protection
PBoard would take some notice of the feel-
ing of the House in regard to this native

rison.

Me. CLARKSON would like to see
every item under this vote struck out,
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with the exception of the Reformatory for
Juveniles. The prison, as a native re-
formatory, had been a perfect failure, and
80 had the officer at present at the head
of it. It was a well-known fact to every-
one acquainted with the subject that these
natives came out of this establishment
tentimes worse than when they went there,
and he thought it was time it was broken
up. We made a grant of £5,000 a year
for the aborigines, which was invested in
some Board. Nobody appeared to know
who the members of the Board were, or
how they spent the money, or whether
they spent itornot. If this native prison
was not going to be broken up, he thought
it should be handed over to this Board,
and let them do what they liked with it,
and notlet it remain any longer a charge
upon the revenue of the colony.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he also would like to see the Govern-
menthavethe control of this £5,000 provid-
ed every year, under the Constitution Act,
for the Aborigines’ Board ;and he thought
they must consider whether some arrange-
ment could not be made, when they altered
the Constitution Act, for doing away with
this Board. He thought it would be more
satisfactory if the Government, who were
responsible to Parliament, should control
the expenditure of this momey, rather
than a Board responsible to no one. With
reference to thisitem of the native prison
at Rottnest, he mightinform membersthat
although the amount appeared large, it
oughtnottobe solargeasitwashereshown,
for this reason : for many years past—ever
since it had been established, in fact—all
the sales of stores upon the island to the
officers of the institution had never been
credited to the institution, but credited
to the item, © Sales of Glovermment pro-
perty.” During the year this item came
to about £300. There was another item
which the institution did not get credit
for; it did all the work connected with
the harbor and light department on the
island, and the pilot crew, supplying
them with stores, buildings, ete. to-
gether, if they looked into the matier—
as he would during the year—they would
find that this establishment was charged
with many items it ought not to be
charged with, and did not get credit for
what it ought to have. The revenue de-
rived from the island was not perhaps
what it vught to be, but he believed the



Estimates, 1892,

present Superintendent—although some
members had spoken disparsgingly of
him—Dbrought more energy to bear upon
this matter than probably any other man
who had been there, Last year the is-
land yielded £700 worth of produce, al-
though the number of natives there were
considerably reduced, and many of those
who remained were old and infirm. He
would ask members to pass this vote
now, and leave it to the Government to
see what could be done between this and
next year. They would try to reduce the
expenditure if possible, and they might
probably be able to repeal that portion
of the Constitution Act by which we had
to provide £5,000 a yvear for the Ahor-
igines’ Board for looking after the old
and infirm and sick natives. He thought
the Government could do this as well
a8 the Board. At the same time,
they must not disparage this Board ; the
members of it devoted a good deal of
time and trouble to the natives, solely
because they considered it their duty to
do so. The Government were not aware
how the money was spent; the Board
gpent it in the way they thought right.

Mr. Lotrow: Does the £700 include
the sale of salt?

Tax PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Yes.

Mgr. Loron: Can you give us the pro-
ceeds of the sale of salt alone?
© Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Not off-hand. :

Mr. Lorow; I see we incur an ex-
penditure of £360 a year on these salt
works, and it seems to me it would be
better to do away with them if they are
not reproductive.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I think they are.

Me. CANNING asked whether the
Premier was aware that there was a
strong feeling abroad that the time had
come when Rottnest should be thrown
open in some way or the other to the
public generally ?  That it had not been
a success as a native prisoen was generally
admitted, and it was a question for the
consideration of the Government whether
gome other method of dealing with trouble-
some natives might not be found. It was
hardly for members of that House to sug-
gest n scheme ; it was rather the business
of the Government to bring forward some
comtprehensive plan for dealing with
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these natives other than sending them to
Rottnest. The present plan had not
worked well in any way, either as a
means of punishing these natives or of
reforming them, or in deferring them
from committing depredations; and as
an industrial undertaking it had been
shown that it had not been a success.

M=z MOLLOY said the reveunue from
this department for this year was set
down at £800, and the expenditure at
£2,907 10s., representing a loss of £2,107.
‘Was not this a high price to pay for the
supervision and control of 40 mnative
prisoners ? He would ask whether, in
view of this disparity, it was necessary
they should bave a Superintendent at a
salary of £325 to look after these natives.
He moved that the salary be reduced by
£125.

Mr. A. FORREST said he would like
to ask the hon. member for Perth
whether he would like to stay at Rottnest
for less than £325. The remarks that
had bLeen made regarding the Superin-
tendent were altogether uncalled for, To
ask the House to reduce the salary by
£125 was agking to do a thing which he
was sure they would never agree to. If
the hon. member would make some sug-
gestion as to the island being handed
over to the Aborigines’ Protection Board,
be would in all probability get some
support; but hon. members would not,
he was sure, listen to a suggestion to
reduce the salary of this officer.

Mzr. MOLLOY said that because the
hon. member for West Kimberley said
he would not be listened to, was no
reason why they should take it as a fact.
He did not mean to have the whole estab-
lishment swept away; for that was im-
practicable at the present time, and,
therefore, he sought to obtain an opinion
on the subject from the House by mov-
ing to reduce the salary of the gentleman
who was practically the head warder
there. It was not necessary to have a
high-galaried officer at the head of the
establishment. He thought, as he had
already said, the native prisoners should
be removed to the Fremantle prison,
where they would be under control with-
out any exitra expense to the country.
If the gentleman concerned was a valu-
able officer, and couwld not accept the
reduced salary, the Government might
find something else for him; but the
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country should not be called upon to pay
£325 as the salary attaching to a post of
this kind.

Me. COOKWORTHY said he would
support the item ; but at the same time
he thought the establishment at Rottnest
should be abolished.

Question put—That the vote bereduced
by £125—and negatived.

Vote agreed to.

Printing Department, £7,057 :

Put and passed.

Inspection of Stock, £1,152:

Mgz. A. FORREST asked whether the
amount provided for this work was suffi-
cient. There was a large amount of
stock in quarantine, and if the sum put
down for inspection was found to be in-
sufficient, would the Government be able
to provide further funds ?

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the head of the department thought
the sum named would be sufficient. If
it were found to be not s¢, the Govern-
ment would not hesitate to spend any
further sums that were necessary to
stamp out the disease of scab as soon as
possible,

Mer. TRAYLEN said thaf, notwith-
standing the Act which was passed last
sesgion, scab was not decreasing, and he
would like to ask the Government whether
they were satisfied with the ability of the
Chief Inspector. 'Was he sufficiently
zealous in his work? He noticed that
whenever he brought a case into Court it
was nearly always dismissed or a small
fine inflicted.

Me. A. FORREST said the Chief In-
spector was a most ahle officer, but there
was a reason to account for what the
hon. member for the Greenough com-
plained of. The reason was that when a
eage wag brought intoe Court the bench
wag packed, and the defendant only fined
& nominal sum, or the case dismissed
altogether. Until power was given to
someone outside the local justices to deal
with the matter, seab would never be
eradicated.

Mz. SIMPSON thought this a most
gerious charge to bring against the
Magistrate z% the district, who was a
thoroughly conscientious one. He pro-
tested against such an allegation being
made by a gentleman who seemed to oc-
cupy the position of ¢ sixth Minister.”
He had heard what the reason for the

[ASSEMBLY.}

Fstimates, 1892,

present state of things was, but he did
not wish to assert it.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he believed the Inspector was an
excellent officer.

Mz, TRAYLEN said he would then
like to know where the fault lay in the
scab not being eradicated.

Mr. CLARKSON said that there was
& very great difficulty in eradicating scab
when 1t once got hold. The Chief
Inspector was an able officer and was
well up in his duties.

Mr. PARKER said he had a theory
why scab was spreading, and one which
seemed to be a reasonable theory. The
Greenough and Victoria districts abound-
ed in thickets, and it was known that
when scabby sheep got into these it was
difficult to get them out for muster,
Even if the greatest precautions were
taken some would be left behind, and
they ultimately contaminated others.
Another reason was that some of these
settlers did not assist the Inspector as
much as they should do. Some time ago
a number of settlers agreed to have a
general dipping all round, but 2 minority
would not fall in with the arrangement,
and therefore the good that might have
been done was not done,

Mr. CANNING said there must be
gome reason why things were worse now
than they were before the passing of the
Act of lust session. Persons were brought
before the Court for breaches of the Act
and were dismissed. This must be para-
lysing to the work of the Inspector, and
bhe thought some amendment should be
made in the Act giving the Inspector
summary powers to deal with cases, with-
out having recourse to the courts.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL also thought the

i Inspector should be clothed with greater

powers. He was satisfied that the
magistrates acted conscienticusly, but he
thought that they might interpret clanses
of the Act differently from what was in-
tended by the framers of the Act, or
those who passed it.

Vote agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at ten minutes
past 11, p.m.



